Hello PACT Parents/Guardians,







01/09/2012
 "You learn at your best when you have something you care about and can get pleasure in being engaged in."  Howard Gardner
ANNOUNCEMENTS

2nd Semester Site Based Classes Begin January 9, 2012 (8:00am)  
Yearbook Classes will resume January 9, 2012
Computer Classes will not begin until January 23, 2012

NWEA Testing continues
NWEA , Northwestern Evaluation Association is a testing instrument that the PACT program uses to assess student progress. The test will specifically target your child’s needs and accomplishments as well as track his or her growth over time.  The results from this assessment help in a variety of ways; it helps you work collaboratively with your Educational Advisor to target learning objects, it can help you select appropriate curriculum in the spring, and it also helps guide the school to determine academic support.

Every student in 2nd thru 8th grade needs to test.  A schedule and sign up for NWEA Testing is provided at the front desk.  K-1 parent- teachers can discuss this option with your Educational Advisor to determine if this is appropriate for your student. 

Below you will find the guideline for signing up your student(s):

2nd Grade Students:  You must sign up for (2) 1 hour sessions

· Reading

· Math

3rd-8th Grade Students:  You must sign up for (3) 1-hour sessions

· Reading

· Language Arts

· Math

The testing window will be January 3rd – 19th.  Testing sessions will be every hour, starting at 8:30 with the last session at 1:30.  Please sign up at the front desk. If you have any questions, please contact your Educational Advisor.
Attention Collectors and Hobbyists!   

Mark your Calendar!  Join us for our 10th annual Collector/Hobby Fair that’s coming on February 23, 2012.  Bring your collection! Share your hobby!   You don’t have a collection or a hobby?  Plan to come anyway and be prepared to be impressed! You won’t want to miss it!!

Scholastic Catalogs are out on the front counter.  Please turn orders in by 1/27/12.  If you would like to place an online order, the school code is J7BNQ.  

Reading Incentive Program

Let's start the New Year right and jump into more reading!  We are starting a library reading incentive program.  The Reading Logs are located at the front desk and if the students complete the required amount of reading for their grade level, they will receive a prize and will be invited to join a Library Party!  Please turn in your completed reading log to Miss Brittany by 2/10/12. 

Upcoming Golf Club Events
Saturday, January 14: Natomas Golf Center (3060 El Centro Rd.) 10:00-12:00. Please bring $4 for a bucket of balls. We will have some equipment for those who do not own their own clubs. Instruction for beginners of all ages will also be available.

Saturday, January 28: Mountain Valley Golf Course (in Woodland). 10:00-1:00. We will split into groups of four, trying to balance ability levels, and then play nine-holes in a "Best Ball" format. Please contact me if you would like to play! Please include the the number of players you would like to reserve space for in the event. If we do not have enough interest in this event, I will be forced to cancel, so please respond ASAP.

These events are open to all members of the Natomas Charter School community (Leading Edge, PFAA, ILP, PACT, and Star Academy). Please pass the word along.

Contact William Silveira for more information.

Why should YOU buy a coupon book?

I am glad you asked!

You could simply buy one or you could sell 5 and get one for FREE! We desperately need our families to participate in fundraiser such as this one if we are to continue to enjoy extras like field trips.  Yes, it is true.  The budget cuts are continuing and our field trips are just one of the areas being affected.  Enjoy our city by using the great discounts in the coupon book!  I have listed just a few of my favorites below...

· Regal Entertainment Group.  4 $2 off coupons, 1 free birthday admission and 1 free sm drink.  Over $20 value!

· Sky Zone. 10 %off a birthday party package, 2 free admission with purchase of equal admission.  Over $50 value!

· Roller King.  2 free admissions with purchase of equal or greater admission and 2 free class lesson.

· California Automobile Museum. 2 BOGO Free!

· Discovery Museum, Fairytale Town, Sacramento History Museum...

· The zoo, Bowling, Monster Golf...

· Baskin Robins and Cold Stone!!!

· Papa Murphy’s, Round Table, Mountain Mike’s, Round Table, Papa John’s, Straw Hat Pizza and Original Pete’s...If you like pizza!!!

There are some GREAT coupons and the book only costs $20. Please take a moment to look at the sample book at the front desk.  If you would like to purchase one or sell them to earn one for free, please contact me. Our extra activities will remain but only with everyone helping.

Thank you,

Jackie Andrews

	

	


 READ ALOUD 
A great way to boost student's excitement and enjoyment of reading is through Library Read Aloud's:  We will be having a library Read Aloud scheduled every Thursday at 2:00 in our Pact Library.  If you are interested in reading for a Read Aloud, there is a sign-up sheet at the front counter.  We will also be continuing teaching the theme of character skills in our Read Aloud's.  An example of these skills are Confidence, Motivation, Effort, Responsibility, Initiative, Perseverance, Caring, Teamwork and Problem Solving.  There is a list at the front desk of books which illustrate each of the character skills.  Please feel free to sign up to teach one of these skills in a Read Aloud.  

Academic Talent Search (ATS) Qualifying Exam

Wednesday, February 15th at 8:30am NCS main campus - Multipurpose Room

$15 cash or checks can be made out to ATS and turned in with the application by Friday, February 10th to:
· Lorena Ruedas, counselor in the NCS Library Media Center or

· Brittany Dorr in the PACT office

To obtain a fee waiver, submit documentation of one of the following to Lorena Ruedas, counselor:

· Free/reduced lunch (provide a letter from the Natomas Unified School District)

· Student’s household is without income for at least the next 3 months

· Federal or state assistance (i.e. TANF/AFDC, etc.)

· Student is a ward of the state or resides in a foster home

Questions about Academic Talent Search?

http://edweb.csus.edu/projects/ats/
ats@csus.edu
(916) 278-7032

Questions about the ATS Qualifying Exam at Natomas Charter School?

Lorena Ruedas, counselor

lruedas@natomascharter.org
(916) 928-5353 x228

PARENT HOUR OPPORTUNITIES  

· Library Help needed (shelving books, making copies, etc.)

(Items needed/wish list)
· Disposable gloves
· Clothes Pins

· Racquet Balls

· Carbon Paper
· Scotch Brand – Banner & Sign Paper (37.5 square feet) 1 roll/white

· Tissues

· Lysol Wipes
· Electric Hole Punch
 Please feel free to contact us for any questions or concerns.

 Here is the link the weekly bulletin:

http://pact.natomascharter.org/content/weekly-announcments-0
  

Thank you,

  

TJ Majors

Office Manager

PACT 
