
Parent/Teacher Seminar Descriptions 

 
The Joy of Classical Education:  By Susan Wise Bauer 

Susan is an extremely popular speaker and author of many books on classical education.  She and her mother 

wrote The Well-Trained Mind: A Guide to Classical Education at Home which was originally published in 1999 and 

was recently revised. Since 1994, she has taught writing and literature at William & Mary College. 

This seminar is an overview of the philosophy of classical education and the ways in which homeschoolers can 

pursue classical learning at home.  The seminar covers the benefits of classical education for the student, the 

three stages of classical learning (grades 1-4, 5-8, and 9-12), the subjects taught in each stage, and the overall 

goals of classical education. 

Wed., Aug. 25  12:45-2:00PM  Transitions Conference Rm 

 

Mastery Learning, Ability Development:  By Andrew Pudewa 

Andrew Pudewa is a very popular speaker and is the author of Teaching Writing: Style & Structure from the 

Institute for Excellence in Writing.  He is a graduate of the Talent Education Institute in Japan and was a violin 

student under the instruction of Dr. Suzuki.   

In this seminar, he explains the methods, goals, & benefits of the ability development model as developed by Dr. 

Suzuki, and its applications to subjects other than music.  Come and learn how every child can learn and create 

success in areas where you and your child have struggled in the past. 

Wed., Sept. 23  12:45-2:00PM  Transitions Conference Rm 

 

Identifying and Avoiding the Trouble Spots in Math:  By Tom Clark 

Tom Clark is a lifelong teacher of Mathematics & Science. He is also the founder of VideoText Interactive.  After 

teaching in the classroom for 12 years, he served 5 years as the State Mathematics Supervisor for the Indiana 

Dept. of Education. Tom offers an educational seminar designed to help you discover the reasons behind the 

difficulty on several of the traditional trouble spots in math.  Topics include division of fractions, multiplication of 

decimals, long division and story problems.  Finally, Tom has received many awards for his keen awareness of the 

needs of both students and teachers. 

Wed., Oct. 27   12:45-2:00PM  Transitions Conference Rm 

 

Introducing Analytical Grammar: By Robin Finley 
If you are looking for an effective grammar program, this seminar will educate you on one of the top rated 

programs.  Robin Finley explains how Analytical Grammar differs from other grammar programs on the market.  

You can teach this important subject thoroughly and comprehensively in much less time with less repetition.  This 

program is recommended in the Well-Trained Mind and Simply Charlotte Mason.   

Thurs. Nov. 18  12:45-2:00PM  Transitions Conference Rm 

 

An Overview of the Charlotte Mason Method:  By Catherine Levison 

Catherine is a mother of five grown children. She has been a homeschooler since the 1980’s.  She has thoroughly 

researched educational methods and found the best choice for her family –the Charlotte Mason Method. (See next 

page) 
In this live-taped seminar, Catherine offers a secret to having happy children naturally while you avoid burnout!  

Learn how to use narration effectively and improve your child’s level of observation & knowledge by replacing 
expensive curriculum with the best literature, poetry, art & music. 

Thurs. Dec. 16  12:45-2:00PM  Transitions Conference Rm 



 

The Great Books:  Teaching History and Literature Together–Susan Wise Bauer 

This is a valuable seminar for those attempting to integrate history and literature.  You will leave knowing why you 

should use the good & great books as the center of a literature and history curriculum in the classical approach.  

In addition, you will know how to teach them together with a clear, easy-to-understand approach. 

Wed. Jan 26   12:45-2:00PM  Transitions Conference Rm 

 

What Are You Thinking? Learning Styles & Beyond:  By Carol Barnier 

Carol is really funny and insightful in this seminar and shares from her book, The Big What Now Book of Learning 
Styles, some practical advice. Gaining a lot of her knowledge through homeschooling her highly distractible son 

whom she did not want to medicate, Carol has a lot of tips to share with an emphasis on the child’s perspective.  
She encourages parents to use all ways of learning as they watch the light bulb go on! 

Wed. Feb. 23   12:45-2:00PM  Transitions Conference Rm 

 

Adventures in Geography: By Cindy Wiggers 

Cindy is an author, publisher and speaker.  In 1989, she and her husband started their Geography Matters 

business.  This live-taped seminar is full of practical ideas on how to teach geography based on true-life 

experiences gained from homeschooling her three children.  Come and learn the five themes of geography and 

make learning geography come alive. 

Wed. Mar. 23    12:45-2:00PM  Transitions Conference Rm 

 

The Seven Keys to Great Teaching: By Oliver DeMille   Part 1 

Oliver De Mille is a founder and former president of George Wythe University.  He is also the author of A Thomas 
Jefferson Education: Teaching a Generation of Leaders for the 21st Century. 

Part 1 covers the three methods of schooling:  Conveyor belt, Professional, and Leadership Education with each 

one producing a specific result.  There is also an introduction to the four phases of the Thomas Jefferson 

Education, the educational model of the founding fathers.  This live-taped seminar is part 1 of a two-part series 

and will be held as part of the CHES meeting.  All are welcome! 

Wed. April 13  12:30-2:30PM  Transitions Conference Rm 

 

Nature Deficit Disorder:  Causes, Consequences and Cures: By Andrew Pudewa 

Andrew is the director of the Institute for Excellence in Writing and a homeschooling father of seven! A popular 

speaker, he addresses issues relating to teaching, writing, thinking, spelling, and music with insight and humor. 

This live-taped seminar refers to the alienation from nature which is the cause of diminished use of the senses, 
attention difficulties, and higher rates of emotional and physical imbalances.  You will be sure to make some 

changes after listening to this profound seminar. 

Wed. May 25   12:45-2:00PM  Transitions Conference Rm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


