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3/3 - Science Fair Dis-
plays for viewing 
 
 
3/4 - STAR Writing Test 
4th - Dance/Music Rm., 
7th - Conf. Rm.., 9:00 - 
10:30 
 
 
3/4  Easy Solutions 
Expo, 10:00 - 3:00 
 
3/4  Extravaganza Meet-
ing, 11:30 - 12:30 
 
 
3/5  The Ugly Duckling, 
Roseville, 9:25 - 11:00 
 
 
3/6  CHES Meeting, 
9:00 - 11:00 
 
3/9 -  Deadline to buy 
Yearbook 
 
 
3/10-13  Westminster 
Woods 
 
 
3/20  KORT Meeting, 
9:00 - 11:00 
 
 
3/24  PE Testing: 5th, 
7th, & 9th grades, 9:30 - 
3:00 
 
 
3/27 -   Parent Seminar, 
Spelling & the Brain, 
Andrew Pudewa, 10:00 - 
11:15 
 
 
3/30  Alcatraz/Vallejo 
Ferry Adventure 
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 Are you planning on returning to  
P.A.C.T. next year?   

 
Your Educational Advisor will be asking 
you to fill out a reapplication form for the 
2009 – 2010 school year.  We are trying to 
assess our openings for next year and this 
form lets us know who is staying, who is 
leaving, and who is not sure.  There is also 
a place on the form to let us know if you 
have a Kindergartner joining the program 
next year.  These forms are due to your 
Educational Advisor by Friday, March 
27th. 
 

 STAR testing is coming! 
 

Please be sure to mark and check your cal-
endar so that you don’t miss any of these 
important events! 
 
 We have materials to help you review the 
state standards for Math and Language 
Arts.  They will be available mid-March for 
your child to work on now and through 
Spring Break.  Your Educational Advisor 
will get these materials to you at your re-
quest.  We strongly encourage everyone to 
take advantage of these materials in prepa-
ration for STAR testing the week of April 
28—May 1st.  You can also find STAR 
preparation materials at the California De-
partment of Education website at 
www.cde.ca.gov 
 

Please sign in. 
 

We want to gently remind you to sign in 
whenever you enter P.A.C.T. even if it’s 
only for a few minutes.  This is for your 
safety and that of our children especially if 
there were ever an emergency.  It is impor-
tant to be able to account for everyone 
should an actual emergency occur. 

Need Parent hours?  Here’s our current 
wish list.  Be sure to bring your receipt and 
$15 worth of supplies equals 1 hour.   
· Antibacterial wipes 
· Bottled Water 
· Gift cards from grocery, 

department, Office supply stores, 
Home Depot, or Borders Books 

· Cash ($15 = 1 Hour) 
· Items for Auction/Raffle for 

Extravaganza 
· Bulk #2 pencils (Ticonderoga) 
· Paper Plates 
 
If you have any questions please contact the 
front desk.�
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� - Come by 
the EASY SOLUTIONS booth 
on Wednesday March 4th from 10AM-
3PM.  Receive product information, sample 
some products and learn how EASY 
SOLUTIONS will contribute to P.A.C.T.  
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We want to encourage all P.A.C.T. parents 
to help us to support students in following 
the behavior expectations for them.  If you 
see or hear inappropriate student behavior, 
please report the student to the front desk.  
Simply ask his/her name or ask them to 
follow you to the front desk and we’ll take 
care of  the rest. 
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PACT’s 5th Annual Open House Extravaganza will be 
held Thursday, May 14th, from 6 to 8:30 PM!  

This is a fun filled FUNdraiser for our school with 
many events planned.  It’s a great opportunity for our 
students to show off the many great projects they do 
here in our home schooling environment.  There will be 
a dinner, a silent auction, a raffle, bake sale, face paint-
ing, book sale, and more.  
We need parents and students to help with this 
event!  It’s an easy way to earn those all important par-
ent hours.  If you would like to know how you can 
help, please join us for a meeting about the Extrava-
ganza on March 4, from 11:30 to 12:30, location 
TBA.  
 
For more information, please contact Shelly Shaw 
at sshaw@natomas.k12.ca.us or call her at 419-
3788 Ext. 101 

Important Information:  The above grade levels were des-
ignated by the state to complete the FitnessGram 
Test.  Signing up for one of the time slots below will in-
sure your student a space.  A sign-up sheet may be found 
at the front desk counter the first week of March.  If your 
student has asthma, an inhaler should be used before the 
mile walk/run portion of the test.  For best results, students 
should be prepared by wearing athletic shoes and cloth-
ing.  We will meet in front of the NCS campus gymnasium 
at the designated time.  Parents who are interested in help-
ing out with the testing should contact Dani at 419-
3788x103. 
 
Facts about FitnessGram  The test is criterion-
referenced.  Standards have been established to represent a 
level of fitness that offers some degree of protection 
against diseases which result from sedentary living.  The 
primary goal of the FitnessGram Program is to assist stu-
dents in establishing physical activity as a part of their 
daily lives.  The philosophy of the FitnessGram Program 
is: 

1.     Fitness is for a lifetime. 
2.     Fitness is for everyone. 
3.     Fitness is fun and enjoyable. 
 

Students are tested in six major fitness areas:  Aerobic= 
mile walk/run, Abdominal= curl-ups, Trunk lift, Strength= 
push-ups, Flexibility= shoulder stretch, Body Mass Index= 
height/weight (kept private).  A FitnessGram report card is 
available to be sent home to parents of each student taking 
the test. 
Report in front of the NCS Gymnasium at the following 
time on March 24th.  
The grade level assignments are 
flexible. 
10:00—11:00 a.m., 5th graders 
11:00—12:00 p.m., 5th graders 
12:00—1:00 p.m., 7th graders 
1:00—2:00 p.m., 7th & 9th graders 
Make-ups, 3/25, 9:30—10:30 a.m. 
 
You may obtain a copy of the exercises on which students 
are being tested from your Educational Advisor. 
 
Parent helpers are needed for the times above.  
Please see Dani or call her at 419-3788x103 if you 
are able to help. 

Physical Fitness Test—5th, 7th, & 9th Grades 
Tuesday, March 24, Make up-Wednesday, March 25 
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The Sacramento County Fair is now accepting applications 
for Student Work to be exhibited in April! All applications  
need to be turned in by April 17th! 
 
Go to sacfair.com to download applications and rules or stop 
by the front desk and pick one up.    All students will be Di-
vision #3002.  Please enter your CLASS number (refer to 
blue sheet on counter by front desk) and a good description 
of the artwork so that we will recognize it.   
 
Artwork may be taken off the walls at PACT for use in the 
County Fair at any time.  Artwork will be taken to the Fair 
on Friday, May 16th by P.A.C.T. staff. 
 
Please read the information on the counter by the door, or see 
Mrs. Valdovinos for questions.  
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“Spring Show of Artists" is the title of a P.A.C.T. 
event which will involve students of all ages who 
will be performing their talents for P.A.C.T. stu-
dents, teachers, and parents in a professional man-
ner.   
 
This will be an expression from the students shar-
ing one of their talents to inspire other fellow stu-
dents and also to show them what is available 
through our P.A.C.T program and the commu-
nity.   
 
It will take place on Thursday, June 4, at 6:30 
p.m. Each student's performance must not exceed 
five minutes in duration.   
 
Students interested must complete the "Spring 
Show of Artists Form" by April 30, 2009 
(available on the front desk counter).  A dress re-
hearsal will be held sometime in March, 
TBA. For additional information, contact Jessica 
Zarate at zarate11@sbcglobal.net  
 
Those who do not attend the dress rehearsal will 
not be able to perform. 
 
Please join us for PACT’s 1st  Spring Show of 
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The PACT yearbook committee is pleased to an-
nounce this year’s yearbook, bursting with photo-
graphs, student portraits, activities, highlights, and 
of course…space for special autographs. The smiles 
and memories of our year at PACT will be captured 
in a yearbook containing many exciting features. 
 
To order your yearbook(s) for your student(s), 
you can either find the yearbook table on Wednes-
days or purchase at any time at the front desk of the 
PACT office.   The cost of the yearbook is $33.50. 
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On March 4th, our 4th and 7th graders will take the STAR Writing test. Even though you may have missed the writing 
workshop we held last month you can still use the resources listed at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp) to 
help your child prepare for this test.   
 
4th graders will test in the Dance/Music Room and 7th graders will test the Conference Room.  Please have your stu-
dent arrive at their testing location promptly at 8:55 on Tuesday, March 3rd.  The test takes approximately an hour and a 
half and will end around 10:00.   
 
P.A.C.T. 4th and 7th grade students who fail to take this test will not have the opportunity to participate in the English/
Language Arts STAR tests given at the end of April. These tests provide important feedback regarding your child’s 
learning so participation is essential.  Please contact the front desk if your child needs an alternate testing date. 
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Our school is offering a unique program that turns your child's very own artwork into a variety of custom made products.  
Art was created in art class for this program.   Posters showing the products are on display at the 
school.  The products make great gifts and lasting keepsakes!   Kids love them!  The quality is 
first rate! 
 

If you wish to place an order, refer to the PRODUCT and PRICE LIST at the bottom and follow 
these procedures… 
 
 
 

             1.  Carefully FILL OUT the blue ORDER FORM that comes with your packet 
   2.  Make check payable to:  NEF “Natomas Education Foundation” 
   3.  Return the Order Form, Payment and Artwork back to school by Friday, March 20, 2009 
   4. Your child's artwork will be returned to you at the end of the program.  
 
 

Remember, all artwork must be 8" x 10.5".  Larger or smaller artwork will be returned without  
processing.  Since Magnets, Notecards and Matted Prints are trimmed, stated sizes are approximate. 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information contact:  Sharon Crockette at 515-4731 

  PRODUCTS  DESCRIPTION PRICE 
Mug 2” x 3”  color image on 11 0z. Ceramic mug 12.95 

NEW! Coasters (2) Set of (2) 4” hardboard coasters w/repeat color image 12.00 
NEW! Message Board 8 x 10¼ message board with repeat color image 16.50 
Ceramic Tile/Trivet 6” x 8” Ceramic Tile w/full color image 16.20 

Night Light Night Light with 2 ¾” x 2 ¼” color image 17.25 
Decorative Ornament 3” x 3 ½” Decorative Ornament 16.20 

Hand Towel  11” x 18” hand towel with repeat color image 12.95 

Magnet 4” x 5”Magnet strong & durable 5.95 
Set of (2) Key Chains 2 ¼” x 3¼” clear plastic w/ring 9.70 
Set of (8) Notecards 5 ¼” x 4 ¼” full color image 12.95 

Matted print Full color 4 ½” x 6” image 9.70 
Luggage Tag (Set of 2) Flexible plastic 2 ½” x 3 ¾” full color image 8.65 

Journal 5” x 7” with full color image 16.20 
Mini Photo Album 4 ½ x 6 ¼ mini photo album 9.70 

Pot Holders (Set of 2) 4” x 5” color image on 8” quilted pot holders 16.20 
Mouse pad Full color image on 7” x 9” pad 12.95 

NEW! Fabric Flying Disk 5” x 7” color image on 10” diameter fabric disk 7.50 
Quilt Block Color image on 7½” x 9½” cotton muslin 5.50 
Pillow Case 10” x 13” color image on a 29” x 20” pillow case 14.55 

Tiny T’s 2¼ x 3” image on white T-Shirt 8.65 

T-Shirt (Adult) 2X Large 8” x 10” color image on white shirt 22.65 

Tote Bag 8” x 10” color image on 15” x 16” tote bag 12.95 
Apron 8” x 10” color image on white apron 18.25 

Garden Flag 12” x 14” nylon flag w/8” x 10” color image 8.10 
T-Shirt (Adult/Youth) 8” x 10” color image on white shirt 22.65 
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Graphic organizers are effective tools for creating mental maps to illustrate the relationships in any subject 
and can be used at all grade levels.  Comparing and contrasting, sequencing, classifying, looking at part/whole 
relationships and making analogies are skills that involve students in active thinking of written information to 
promote a clearer understanding of content.  By using graphic organizers, students will learn that information 
is not just isolated facts, but are related parts of a system. 
 
Students also use graphic organizers to: 
 
· Organize ideas in preparing for essays, reports, and oral presentations 
· Prepare displays and demonstrations 
· Improve memory of factual information 
· Understand and manage their own thinking and learning 
· Teachers use graphic organizers to: 
· Illustrate and explain relationships found in written materials 
· Provide visual connection of thinking skills programs to content learning 
· Assist visual learners to perceive abstract concepts 
· Prepare effective lectures and demonstrations 
 
Here is an example of a graphic organizer you may already be familiar with.  A good website to find a variety 
of downloadable graphic organizers is www.edhelper.com . Also try www.region15.org/curriculum/
graphicorg.html . 
 

 
 
Visit the Critical Thinking Corner at the PACT center and pick up a packet of graphic organizer black line 
masters for elementary grades. Also available in the same location is a packet of “Organizing Thinking” les-
sons using graphic organizers for Grades 5-8.  


